
Jason Collins and Michael Sam: Breaking
Barriers and Inspiring a New Generation
In 2013, Jason Collins made history as the first openly gay athlete in a
major American professional sport when he came out publicly in an essay
for Sports Illustrated. A year later, Michael Sam became the first openly gay
player to be drafted into the NFL. These two groundbreaking athletes
paved the way for others to come out and be themselves in the world of
sports.

Collins and Sam's stories are both inspiring and heartbreaking. They faced
discrimination and prejudice from teammates, coaches, and fans. But they
also found support from allies and mentors who helped them to persevere.
Their experiences highlight the challenges that LGBTQ+ athletes face, but
they also show that it is possible to overcome these obstacles and achieve
success.
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Collins, a 13-year NBA veteran, played for six different teams during his
career. He was a key member of the Boston Celtics team that won the
2008 NBA championship. Sam, a defensive end, played for the St. Louis
Rams and Dallas Cowboys. He was a member of the Rams team that won
the 2015 NFC Championship Game.

Both Collins and Sam have been outspoken advocates for LGBTQ+ rights
since coming out. They have spoken at schools and universities, and they
have worked with organizations that support LGBTQ+ youth. Their activism
has helped to change the way that people think about LGBTQ+ people in
sports and beyond.

Collins and Sam's stories are an inspiration to us all. They show us that it is
possible to be yourself, even in the face of adversity. They have helped to
make the world a more inclusive place for LGBTQ+ people, and they
continue to inspire others to break down barriers and live their lives
authentically.

Jason Collins: The First Openly Gay Athlete in a Major American
Professional Sport

Jason Collins was born in 1978 in Northridge, California. He played
basketball at Stanford University, where he was a two-time All-American.
He was drafted by the New Jersey Nets in the first round of the 2001 NBA
Draft.

Collins played for six different teams during his 13-year NBA career. He
was a key member of the Boston Celtics team that won the 2008 NBA
championship. He also played for the Nets, Memphis Grizzlies, Atlanta
Hawks, Washington Wizards, and Brooklyn Nets.



In 2013, Collins wrote an essay for Sports Illustrated in which he came out
as gay. He was the first openly gay athlete in a major American
professional sport.

Collins' decision to come out was met with both support and criticism. He
was praised by many for his courage and honesty, but he also faced some
backlash from fans and teammates. However, Collins remained steadfast in
his decision to live his life authentically.

After coming out, Collins continued to play in the NBA for two more
seasons. He retired in 2014 and has since become an outspoken advocate
for LGBTQ+ rights.

Michael Sam: The First Openly Gay Player to Be Drafted into the NFL

Michael Sam was born in 1990 in Galveston, Texas. He played football at
the University of Missouri, where he was a two-time All-American. He was
drafted by the St. Louis Rams in the seventh round of the 2014 NFL Draft.

Sam was the first openly gay player to be drafted into the NFL. He made
his NFL debut in 2014 and played for the Rams and Dallas Cowboys.

Sam's decision to come out was met with both support and criticism. He
was praised by many for his courage and honesty, but he also faced some
backlash from fans and teammates. However, Sam remained steadfast in
his decision to live his life authentically.

After being drafted, Sam played in the NFL for two seasons. He was
released by the Cowboys in 2015 and has not played in the NFL since.



Sam has since become an outspoken advocate for LGBTQ+ rights. He has
spoken at schools and universities, and he has worked with organizations
that support LGBTQ+ youth.

The Impact of Jason Collins and Michael Sam

Jason Collins and Michael Sam have had a profound impact on sports and
society. They have helped to break down barriers and change the way that
people think about LGBTQ+ people in sports and beyond.

Collins and Sam have shown that it is possible to be yourself, even in the
face of adversity. They have inspired others to come out and live their lives
authentically. They have also helped to make the world a more inclusive
place for LGBTQ+ people.

Collins and Sam are pioneers who have paved the way for others to follow.
Their stories are an inspiration to us all.
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Spiritual Journey: Sharing Forgiveness and
Possibilities to Inspire the Rest of Us
Embark on an extraordinary spiritual journey that will transform your life.
This book is your guide to unlocking the...

Shakespeare and the Imprints of Performance:
A Journey Through History and Textual
Technologies
Unveiling the Dynamic Legacy of Shakespeare's Plays William
Shakespeare, the renowned playwright and poet, has left an indelible
mark on the world of literature and...
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