
Soloists and the Modern Dance Canon:
Defining the Legends
Unveiling the Luminaries Who Shaped an Art Form

In the captivating pages of "Soloists and the Modern Dance Canon,"
renowned dance scholar Elizabeth Kendall embarks on an illuminating
journey through the annals of modern dance, unraveling the intricate
stories of the extraordinary soloists who shaped its very essence. This
meticulously researched volume offers an unparalleled glimpse into the
lives, creative processes, and enduring legacies of these pioneering artists,
whose innovative techniques and expressive performances revolutionized
the art form.
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Unraveling the Threads of Dance History

Kendall delves into the intricate tapestry of modern dance history, tracing
the evolution of the soloist's role from the early 20th century to the present
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day. She uncovers the profound influence of trailblazers such as Martha
Graham, Merce Cunningham, José Limón, Doris Humphrey, and Lester
Horton, whose groundbreaking work laid the foundation for a new era of
artistic expression. Through a kaleidoscope of historical accounts, archival
imagery, and personal anecdotes, Kendall paints a vivid portrait of the
challenges and triumphs faced by these visionary dancers.

The Birth of a New Dance Language

In "Soloists and the Modern Dance Canon," Kendall illuminates the
revolutionary techniques developed by these soloists, techniques that
expanded the boundaries of movement and expression. She explores
Graham's iconic "contraction and release" method, Cunningham's
groundbreaking explorations in chance and improvisation, and Limón's
powerful fusion of Afro-Caribbean and Native American influences. Through
detailed analysis and insightful commentary, Kendall unveils the secrets
behind their unique choreographic vocabularies, revealing the profound
impact they had on generations of dancers to come.

Beyond the Stage: Legacy and Impact

Beyond their performances, Kendall examines the profound legacy and
influence of these soloists as teachers, choreographers, and artistic
directors. She traces the lineage of their impact on subsequent generations
of dancers, highlighting the enduring significance of their contributions to
the art form. Kendall explores the establishment of prestigious dance
companies, the development of influential training programs, and the
dissemination of modern dance techniques throughout the world. Through
this comprehensive analysis, Kendall reveals the lasting power of these



pioneers, whose vision continues to inspire and shape the modern dance
landscape.

A Testament to Artistic Greatness

"Soloists and the Modern Dance Canon" stands as a testament to the
transformative power of art and the enduring legacy of those who dedicate
their lives to its pursuit. Elizabeth Kendall's profound scholarship and
engaging prose bring these extraordinary soloists to life, offering a
captivating exploration of their artistry, innovation, and influence. This book
is a must-read for anyone seeking a deeper understanding of modern
dance, its history, and the towering figures who shaped its very essence.

Immerse yourself in the captivating world of modern dance through the lens
of its most influential soloists. "Soloists and the Modern Dance Canon" is
an invaluable resource for dance scholars, enthusiasts, and anyone
seeking inspiration from the legends who forever changed the art form.

Free Download your copy today and embark on an unforgettable journey
through the annals of modern dance history.

Free Download Now



About the Author

Elizabeth Kendall is a renowned dance scholar and author with a deep
understanding of the modern dance landscape. Her previous works have
received critical acclaim for their insightful analysis and captivating
storytelling. With "Soloists and the Modern Dance Canon," Kendall
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continues her groundbreaking research, shedding new light on the
transformative contributions of soloists to the art form.
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Spiritual Journey: Sharing Forgiveness and
Possibilities to Inspire the Rest of Us
Embark on an extraordinary spiritual journey that will transform your life.
This book is your guide to unlocking the...
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Shakespeare and the Imprints of Performance:
A Journey Through History and Textual
Technologies
Unveiling the Dynamic Legacy of Shakespeare's Plays William
Shakespeare, the renowned playwright and poet, has left an indelible
mark on the world of literature and...
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