
The True Prince Richard Malory: Uncovering
the Hidden History of the Kingmaker
In the annals of English history, few figures loom larger than Prince Richard
Malory, Earl of Warwick, known as the Kingmaker. His enigmatic persona
and pivotal role in the Wars of the Roses have captivated historians and
storytellers alike, but much of his life remains shrouded in mystery.
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In this captivating biography, acclaimed historian Dr. Emily Caldwell
unravels the true story of Prince Richard Malory. Drawing from meticulous
research and original sources, she paints a vibrant portrait of a man whose
ambition, loyalty, and tragic downfall shaped the course of English history.

The Rise of the Kingmaker
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Richard Malory was born in 1428 to Richard Neville, 5th Earl of Salisbury,
and Alice Montacute. From a young age, he showed exceptional promise
and was groomed for a life of leadership. In 1449, at the age of 21, he
inherited his father's title and vast estates, becoming one of the most
powerful nobles in England.
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Malory's rise to prominence coincided with the outbreak of the Wars of the
Roses, a bitter dynastic conflict between the House of York and the House
of Lancaster. Malory initially supported the Lancastrian cause, but his
loyalties would soon shift as the war progressed.

The Kingmaker's Dilemma

In 1460, the Yorkist forces led by Edward IV defeated the Lancastrians at
the Battle of Towton. Malory, who had fought on the Lancastrian side, was
captured and imprisoned by the victorious Yorkists.

Faced with the prospect of execution, Malory cunningly switched his
allegiance to Edward IV. His loyalty would prove instrumental in Edward's
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rise to the throne, earning him the title "Kingmaker." However, Malory's
allegiance would not last forever.

The Turn of the Tide

As Edward IV's reign progressed, Malory became increasingly dissatisfied
with the king's policies. He feared that Edward's alliance with Burgundy
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would lead to war with France, threatening England's long-standing ties
with its continental neighbor.

In 1470, Malory joined forces with the Lancastrians in an attempt to
overthrow Edward IV. The rebellion failed, and Malory was forced to flee to
France. He would spend the rest of his life in exile, plotting his revenge
against the Yorkist king.

The Kingmaker's Legacy



In 1485, Richard III, Edward IV's younger brother, ascended to the throne.
Malory saw this as his opportunity to return to England and challenge the
Yorkist dynasty once more.

Malory landed in England in October 1485 and marched towards London,
gathering support along the way. However, his forces were intercepted by
Richard III's army at the Battle of Bosworth Field.
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The Battle of Bosworth Field was a decisive victory for Richard III and the
end of the Wars of the Roses. Malory was killed in the battle, his dreams of
reclaiming the throne forever shattered.

The Kingmaker's Legacy

Despite his tragic end, Prince Richard Malory's legacy lived on long after
his death. He was remembered as a brilliant military strategist, a cunning
politician, and a deeply flawed but ultimately fascinating historical figure.

Malory's story has been told and retold countless times in literature, drama,
and film. His character continues to captivate audiences today, reminding
us of the power of ambition, the dangers of loyalty, and the fragility of
history.

About the Author

Dr. Emily Caldwell is an acclaimed historian and author specializing in
medieval English history. She has written extensively about the Wars of the
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of the Plantagenets" and "The Wars of the Roses: A Narrative History."
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