
Unraveling the Captivating Tale of Dr. Andrew
Turnbull and the New Smyrna Colony of
Florida
Prepare to be captivated by the extraordinary life and legacy of Dr. Andrew
Turnbull, a visionary Scottish physician who played a pivotal role in shaping
the history of Florida. Embark on a journey through time, discovering the
intricate details, fascinating anecdotes, and profound impact of his
pioneering endeavor – the establishment of the New Smyrna Colony.
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A Man of Vision and Ambition

Born in Scotland in 1740, Andrew Turnbull was a man of boundless energy,
enthusiasm, and unwavering determination. As a young physician, he
witnessed firsthand the devastating effects of poverty and disease among
the Scottish Highlands. Driven by a compassionate heart and a desire to
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make a difference, Turnbull envisioned a utopian colony where the poor
and oppressed could find a new beginning.

The Birth of the New Smyrna Colony

In 1768, Turnbull obtained a land grant from King George III and embarked
on an ambitious venture to establish a colony on the banks of the St. Johns
River in Florida. With him, he brought nearly 1,400 Scottish immigrants,
eager to escape the hardships of their homeland.

The colony was named New Smyrna, after Smyrna, a prosperous Greek
city known for its trade and commerce. Turnbull's vision was to create a
thriving agricultural community, with sugarcane as its primary crop. He
believed that the warm climate and fertile soil of Florida would make it an
ideal location for cultivating this valuable commodity.

The Challenges of Pioneer Life

The early years of the New Smyrna Colony were fraught with challenges.
The settlers faced unfamiliar terrain, hostile Native American tribes, and a
harsh tropical climate. Furthermore, the sugarcane crop proved to be more
difficult to cultivate than Turnbull had anticipated.

Despite these hardships, the settlers persevered, clearing land, building
homes, and planting crops. Turnbull himself played a vital role in the
colony's survival, providing medical care, resolving conflicts, and inspiring
the settlers to overcome adversity.

The Rise and Fall of the Plantation

Over time, the New Smyrna Colony gradually grew in size and prosperity.
The sugarcane plantation became a thriving enterprise, and Turnbull's



fortune soared. However, the colony's success was not without its critics.

Some questioned Turnbull's authority and accused him of exploiting the
settlers. Others criticized the harsh working conditions on the plantation,
which included long hours and physical punishment for disobedience.

The American Revolution and Beyond

The outbreak of the American Revolution in 1776 brought new challenges
to the New Smyrna Colony. Turnbull's loyalty to the British Crown put him at
odds with the growing number of colonists who supported independence.

In 1783, with the war's end, the British evacuated Florida. Turnbull was
forced to abandon the colony and flee to England. The settlers he left
behind struggled to maintain the plantation and eventually dispersed.

Legacy of a Visionary

Despite its ultimate failure, the New Smyrna Colony remains a fascinating
chapter in Florida's history. Dr. Andrew Turnbull's vision of a utopian
community, his unwavering determination, and the challenges faced by the
settlers are a testament to the pioneering spirit that shaped the American
nation.

Today, the legacy of the New Smyrna Colony lives on in the city of New
Smyrna Beach, which is named after the original settlement. The Turnbull
Historic District, located in the heart of the city, preserves the remnants of
the colony's sugarcane plantation and provides a glimpse into its storied
past.



The life and work of Dr. Andrew Turnbull and the New Smyrna Colony of
Florida is a captivating tale of vision, ambition, hardship, and resilience. It is
a story that sheds light on the complexities of American history, the
challenges faced by pioneers, and the enduring power of the human spirit.

Whether you are a history buff, a Florida enthusiast, or simply someone
interested in the extraordinary journeys of remarkable individuals, the story
of Dr. Andrew Turnbull and the New Smyrna Colony is sure to captivate
your imagination and leave a lasting impression.

Additional Resources

Wikipedia: New Smyrna Colony

Florida Memory: The New Smyrna Colony

National Park Service: Turnbull Historic District
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